
~,:n the young.~have badly, as we are told so many
o em do nowt It 15 because society has already behaved
whorse. We have the teenagers, like the politicians and
t e wars, that we deserve.

J.B. Priestley
(b. /894- )
£n,/ish Writer
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Experts' tips help parents counter TV's effects

Knight-Ridder Tribun\

many parents complain about
tbelr clllidren's viewing bablts but
wslch wbatever is on.

• Adopt a television station. In
Maryland, parents ud com·
munity groups bave teamed up to
monitor cblldren's programming
at local stallons and meet witb
stallon ollleials to dtscuss tbeir
concerns. For more Informallon
about lbe campaign, contact tbe
Center lor Media Educallon, PO
BOl 33039, Washington, DC
20033-0039, or call 301-270-3379.
awrc.:. ProfeMOf George Gerb...... unlver-

~~aior~~1cel

without violence.
• Elplain to your clllid bow vi

olence on televiSion Is "faked" us
Ing stunt men, camera angles and
otber video tecbnlques.

• Ooo't use television u a re
ward or pun\sblnenl.

• Encourage your cblld to
walch shows wltb characters Ibat
cooperate and care for eacb olb
er.

• Elp1aln to Ibe child tbe val
ues your family holds about sel,
dtuP. alcobol aad the treatment
01 women ud tbe 1eIs-fortunate.

• Sat a good example. Too

sign points to programs and give
tbe clllid a total to spend weekly.
Programs you don't want your
clllid to walcb can "cost" more
points.

• Walch televillob wllb your
cblldreD aud talt about what you
aee 10 Aay learn there are otber
ways 01 looting at what's on.

• WatA;b at leut one episode of
your cblld's favortte allows, to
learn bow violent they are. Talk
aboat wby the vIoJenc:e happened
ud Ibe paln It ca-. Ask your
cblld bow conf11cts can be solved

reruns 01 tbe cartoolII, "The Jet·
...... ud ''The FUntstones" were
edlIeatlOna1. It II also cooiwertnl
strtcter gnJdeJInes.

"",. prevlou admIDIstration's
FCC wouldn't enforce the b1I\, bet
ours wW," CJIntop aide aa
promIMs. Broadcuten crt cens0r
ship bot have bepJl to respond.

W~t DIsney 9tud\GI 1818 It wU1
Ia-" • weeIr.ly 1la\f-lllNr cldl
draD's edacatJOIl sIIDw. CBS added
"1Ieatm8ll" WOItII." a .... vanloo
01 the clude,~." actaDce
sbow, willie tbe· ..•• will
air "WIlera In tile . . Carmen
SandIeIO," a~ Ibow.

SaJi dI11d JII1cboIoIlst Coudry:
''We may tinter wltb content,
make certain that better programs
are made avallable to d1i\dren, but I......
tbe more Important need Is to dis
courage cbIldren from IIIIng televl
IlOIl u a -.:< for Information
about tIMi world."

"1 lhiDt we've abandoned our
cldIdr8I," he says. "We've leftll to
our cbIldren to llgure out what
..... to make 01 television, and
unfortunately, that's the one tblnl
our clllidren cannot do."

WASHINGTON - Elperls on
cbll_ aud televistoo suaest
several ways that parents can try
to connter tbe negallve effects on
clllldreD of walclllng television:

• Help your cbIld make a lime
chart of dally activities: home
work, play, TV-walchlng, elc.
Talk about what to eliminate ud
put in Its place.

• set a weekly viewing limit.
Let your clllid cbooee prograDll
at tbe beginning of tbe week. ".

Knlght-Rkl<ler Newspapers

vision lor a yet.to-be-reJeased
study.

As lor _, anotber~
E.J. Roberts ....... It'. "treated
u a prelude to or eGIItut for vlo
lence, or Is riewad u an MpeCt of
life to be treated wltb 8W'fOUlI
laughter."

But Condry ..... lbat ~.

slon'sw~ tIMi
lime cIIIldren . III II.
Of the taIJ 111 \loan
most peop are awake aada .......,
be es!lmates, AmwIc:iul cbil4raII
spend about _tblrd 01 them 
40 hours - watcbJnc~ or
playing video llamas 011 It.

"Reganne. 01 wllat they walch,
cblldren who are heavy vIawers
tend to read 1-. play 1-. be
more o~," .ys Condry ill a
scatblng Indictment 01~
pUblished In the carreat IsIae 01
Daedalus, tbe )ounIal 01 the Alneri
can Academy 01 Arts aud ScIenceI.

Under .......... from tbe~
House aud~ the FCC bu
begun cractlD& down 011 stall.....
Ibat fall to llve ap to tbe childreD's
television act, boldlng up llcense
renewals for stall..... that claimed

Vtolence saturates cblldren's
television programming far more
tban tbe prlme--lIme sbowll adults
walcb, says Gerbner, dean emeri
tus of tbe Annenberg SChonl of
Communication at tbe Univenlty
01 PeDll8Ylvan!a.

Gerbnar and a ..-arcb team
bave been tracking television vio
lence oInce 1167, connllng every
lime _ burts or ki11s or
threatens to do so, on television
sbowB. The latest count, u 01 No
vember 11111: 52 acta 01 'rioIeIlce
per boor durinll cblldran's pr0
gramming On network televla1oD,
compared to four violent acts dur
Ing prime lime.

In a study last year, TV Guide
gave a cbl11lnll breakdown 01 tbe
violence displayed over 10 Wasb
Ington, D.C., stations durlnll one 16
boar periud In AprIlltl92. Tbe tally
wu 1,148 individual acts 01 vlo
lence. AmoDI tbem: sa scenes 01
CWIPIay; 381 _nit.; 613 _ 01
puncblna, )lUlIbing, slappln&, drall·
glng; 226 scenes 01 menactng wllb
s weapon; aud at least 175 fatali
lies.

Industry defenders say tbe bl.
tory 01 popular entertatnment Is
luU 01 violence !rom lairy tales to
Sbakeepeare. Gerbner responds
that tbe "tragic symbollc violence"
01 "Hamlet" baa been swamned by
"happy violence. Happy violence
Ibows no pain or tragic _
q_."

Eqnally dlaturblng crillclsms
come from studies wblcb suaes!
Ibat television's portrayals 01 sel
ud drugs &Ive clllldreD tbe wrong
maaages.

"For every message on televi
sion that says, 'JIIlll say no: l1lere
are sll that say: 'can't sleep, take
a drug. Want to 1_ weight, take a
drug. Feellng a l1ltle down, take a
drug or bave a beer or a g\all 01
wine:" says cbIld cbologlst
John Condry 01 Cornell~nlverslty,
wbo studied drug messages on tele-

,tv trauma
'.'-1(

Ii';COntinued from Page 3

tIMi AIDIdclIuI marder rate, a 12
pereebt JlDillI' In Canada. In Soutb
MrIea, tIMi JDIII'der rate went down
by 7,,,,,,, CeDterwall COllOid·
...-~ . eIqIluatl..... for tbe
drllllllliUe Illi!ttiaIe mcb u civil un
rwt, avallabillty of Iireanns and
~ ~UoIl8. "None proI;.' 'II Y1able explanation," be

'. a difference between
• aad cause and effect:'
ChId: Sberman, a spokes-

.

.... " \j~.''. RegadIesS of whatwatch, children who
,.: - heavy vieWers tend
, ;. : read less, play less.

be more obese, ,
-Jalln Condry,
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Secretary of the FCC
Room222
1919MStreetNW
Washington, D.C.

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
RECEIVED

NAY2419P3
FCC MAIL ROOM

5/19/93

Dear Secretary,

Kudos to you for taking a look at the current lack of standards for
educational/informational' programming. Television has an incredible potential to
send positive educational and social messages. yet apart from a few exceptions. it
presently serves much the opposite ends. As a cultural anthropology major at
Dartmouth College, it became apparent that one of the most powerful behavioraJ
modifiers is the process of modeling and peer reinforcement. Behaviors we obselve.
especially those that are implicitly sanctioned as being a Unonn". affects how we
will next think and act in a similar situation. That IS the power of televiSIOn or any
other fonn of mass media.

What makes your task for refonn particularly daunting is that those who have
the power to make changes are perhaps the least able to appreciate its necessity. As
"successful" individuals they are by defmition sufficiently socialized to the extent
that images of violence. disregard, or disrespect will probably not have much of an
affect on their behavior. Hence the attitude of "What's the big deal--it's only a
movie!". I would contend that for many people, especially those without strong role
models ofappropriate behavior, these images have a very defmite and different level
ofreality. I have worked with troubled youth and one must also be able to see the
world from this perspective to Wlderstand the impact media can have. \Ve know
that advertising is effective. Television is but social advertising. and \\roe must
consider it as such.

For these reasons, I fully support the drive to:

1. Establish real minimum requirements for educational/informational t.v.
Though this is a good place to start, to really hope of changing content and overall
message. there also has to be a bottom-up approach. The only way of doing this that
I can think of is to:

2. Try to motivate grassroots support for Itquality" material. By this admittedly
loaded word I mean nothing more than that which promotes goodwill and
mtelligent respect of fellow hmnan beings. Perhaps a place to start on this is a
campaign to make painfully evident the negative impact that the present television
has on our behavior. and especially that of children. I remember seeing a nmnber
of such studies through behavioral science classes. andth,at is what should get
plenty ofairtime.

Sincerely,

~
Maury Hafennann
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Jeanette Alkins
721 Joppa Farm Road
Joppatowne MD 21085

Dear Commissioner,

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

N,4Y24 '1993
FCC MAIL ROOM 5/17/93

My name is Jeanette Alkins and I am 17 years old. A few weeks

ago I was watching Entertainment Tonight and I saw the report that

they did on the Children's Television Act. In their report they

stated that the Federal Communicatons Caommission was looking for

public opinion on what is considered to be educational and

informational in children's television programing. They also

reported that the commission was considering taking shows like The

F1i nst ones and The Jet sons off the air because they are not

educational and informational.

I do agree that there are a lot of children's television shows

t hat are not educat i ona 1 and info rmat i ona 1 . Many cartoons today

promote a lot of violence and very negative attitudes. But there

are i ust as many t hat I wou 1d cons ide r educat i ona1 and

informational, and The Jetsons is one of them.

I have three younger brothers and sisters, and my mother used

to do daycare so I have watched a lot of chi ldrens television

programs over the years, and I always considered The Jetsons to be

a decent one. Maybe The Jetsons is not realistic, but what cartoon

is? I think that the show sparks the interest and curiosity, of

children, about the future and gets their imagination going, which

I would consider to be rather constructive. The Jetsons is also

a non-violent cartoon with good morals displayed in each episode.

Now I would have to agree that the Flinstones is not one of



the more educational and informational shows out there for

children. I must admit though that I always enjoyed watching it,

but it does display a somewhat barbaric lifestyle.

I think that for a show to be educational and informational

it should envolve something that requires children to think and

use their brains. Shows like James Bond Jr. and Johnny Quest are

mystery cartoons which involve a lot of putting clues together,

figuring out mathematical equations, and using your memory to keep

up with them. And the characters are always traveling somewhere

new, which helps the viewers learn a lot about geography. I also

think that there should be more shows that promote reading, during

children's viewing hours. There are also older shows directed

towards children like - The Rocky and Bullwinkle Show which used

Aesop's Fables, and the show Davey and Goliath - which had good

moral themes behind them.

There are also a few shows that I would not classify as

educational and informational because of their violence, negative

dialogues, and the rude behavior which their characters display.

They are shows like Beetlejuice, The X-MEN, and G.I. Joe.

Even though The Simpsons is aired during prime time, I would

have to classify it as a children's television show because it is

a cartoon where several of the main characters are children, and

most of its viewers are children. I feel that The Simpsons is one

of the worst television shows on the air, directed towards

children. The father, Homer, ;s displayed as a complete and total

mooron, and his children have no respect for him. The son, Bart,

is really a brat. The father and the son are constantly making fun



of the mother and oldest sister and have no respect for them what

so ever. And t he youngest daught e r, Magg ie, is on 1y about two

years old and is completely ignored by everyone. The show displays

a lot of violence and it is very demeaning. The fact that it is

aired during prime time just attracts children to other prime time

shows that may not be appropriate for their viewing.

Before closing I would like to thank you for giving me the

chance and enough consideration to be able to voice my opinion on

this issue before any further actions is taken.

Sincerely,

~.~~


